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Professor William W. Van Alstyne 

American Association of University Professors : 
One Dupont Circle ~ Suite 506 ae ae 
Washington, D. C. 20036 Z pS 


Dear Professor Van Alstyne: 


I received your letter of May 4, 1976, concerning CIA 
relations with the academic ses on the same day that you 
released it to the press ahd yave a press interview about Tt. 

Tne fact that you did not await a response from me before making 
your Tetter public is somewhat troubling. Unfortunately, your 
doing this could suggest to others that your purpose is soinethtng 
other than the resolution of tha problem you perceive. 


Having said that, J firmly raject your allegations that 
CTA corrupts American "colleges and rey 5 by making political 
fronts of them,” that they "are made conduiis of deceit" and that 
"faculty members are paid to lie." These charges reflect your 
ignorance of the true nature of ithe relationships we now have 

witn American educational institutions and their faculties. To 
issue a statement that I am taking "steps to end the ans tation 
oF the academic community,” as you request, would give credihility 


to the series of erroneous assumptions and allegations im your 


Totter. Whatever. you have heard about the aie I can assure you 
that there is now no reason fur the members your association 
to fear any threat to their integrity or the ‘i r high sense of pur- 
pose from CIA, 
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Search or ine mary in that affect 
foreign policy, paid and unpaid consultations botveen scholars 

and cil research analysts, contacts with individuals who have 
travelled abroad, and other similar contacts that Help us fulfill 

our primary responsibility; i.e., to provide the policy nets 

of our government with information and mecca of Toreig: 

developments. 
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We seek the voluntary and witting cooperation of -in- 


dividuals who can help the foreign policy processes of the United 


States. Those who help are expressing a freedom of choice. 

Occasionally such relationships are confidential at our request, 
but more often they are discreet at the scholar's 
of his concern that he will be badgered by those who feel he 
should not be free to make this particular choice. 


None of the relationships are intended to influence 
either what is taught or any other aspect of a scholar's work. 
We specifically do not try to inhibit the "free search for truth 
and its free exposition." Indeed, we would be foolish to do so, 
for it is the truth we seek. We know that we have no monopoly 
on fact or on understanding, and to restrict the search for the 
truth would be extremely detrimental to our own purposes. lf 
CIA were to isolate itself from the good counsel of the best | 
scholars in our country, we would surely become a narrow orgai~ 
zation that could give only inferior service to the government. 
The complexity of international relations today requires that 
our research be strong, and we intend to keep it strong by 
seeking the best perspectives from inside and outside the 
government. 


Your letter indicates a serious lack of confidence in 
people in your own profession-~a view that { do not share; that 
is, your belief that your acadentic colleagues, including members 
of your association, would accept pay "to Tie about the sources 
of their support, to mislead others, to induce betrayed confi- 
dences, to misstate the true objects of thetr interest, and to 
misrepresent the actual objectives of their work," It is pre- 
cisely that kind of irresponsible charge that tends to drive 
responsible relationships away from openness and toward the 
secretiveness that you scem to abhor. 


Finally, Professor Yan Alstyne, the seriousness of your 


3 


charges demands that we find a way toward better understanding. 


s request because 


Because we owe that to both our organizations, I invite you to 
moet with a few senior officiots of this Aqeney for that purpase. 


Sincerely, 


Js} George Hust 


George Bush 
Director 
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Telephone 202-466-8950 
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Duke University | 
General Secretary ° - e YON eg dee, : _ : ae ee 
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Washington OFtce 


ht ce aetekig, GNU Gasens Bush de eas & a ae 

Director . a oe 7 
Central. Intelligence “Agency” 

. Washington, ‘OD. C. 20505 |, 


Deer Mr: Bush: ar er hee oe 


"The recent report. of the Senate Select Committees on Boxelgea and. 
Military Intelligence has Coteus dowhet was alrcady published else-. 
wnere: that the CIA has f covertly used academle institutions 
end employed academic persaus in ways which compromise iastiturional, 

ae end professional integrity. Universities end scholers have been paid t6 

a lie about the sources of theix support, to wisilead others, to induce: 

betrayed confidences, to misstate the true objects of their interest, | 

and to mis srepre esent the: actual ce of their Work. co, hy, eee 
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In eee the Suess of CIA erployrent of wissionecies and 
Journalists for covert Seenectone, you. have denoustreted. your concern 
for and your willingness to.vrotect the integrity and independence of 
those institutions. As nationel President of the fmecican Association 
of University Professors, T call upon you now to provide the same 
| _goerantees egainst misuse and subversion for our colleges and universities 
. so thet they may be freed of the stigaa of covert, and often unknowing, 
pre e in manipulative sovernment operations conducted by the CTA, 
| “ a nf 
cicon Associ Lat ton 
oe a 


wey eyed 
Peary 


; Professors espouses the 


whedie owt cae: a EL 
as a whole. For 
. Freedom and T 
fAmericen College 


or 


ae Ve 
TG 
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learned and professional assccietions, err 
"Institutions of higner education ere conducted for the 
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common good and not to further the interest of either 
the individual teacher or the institution as a whole. 
Tne common good depencs upon the free seerch for truth 
and its free expositicn. — 
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_ ; A povernme), which corrupts its wevteess é universities by masking “} 
political fronts of them has betrayed. ea tim, cee and compec: é. if 
all who teach. When colleges and universities are wade conduits ox j | F 
7 deceit and when faculty members arc paid to Mie, there is ean end tc the 
common good of higher education. ae, : 
On behalf of the Awerican Association of University Professors, 2° 7 1 4E 
write to express my dismay and utter repugeance eb the disregard for whe | 


integrity of institutions of higher education shown by the CTA. 
practice of shamelessly exploiting the repubecien of Amoxican ece. 
for trusbwort thiness, which has characterized CLA activity in the pest, 
evidently continues today, Tf see no reason whatsoever why bigher educecs 
‘shovld nob be treated with the saue regard previously shows in your ac 
ending the covert use of missiousries and jowmelists by the CLAS: © as 
. you “to take steps to end the exploitation of the acadesie comuniey en 
to disengage the Agency from covert ach ivities whieh induce: acacax oe 
ey theis Poe pe trust. ; 


’ 


“The: hnevteen. sendende commmiky “awaits the necessary 
’ guaxantees that its integrity ees not ‘he Puether Comer aes 


Sincerelys. 
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